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Portraitofa

until2am. It’sawonderfully calm,
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1 Dominoes
‘OnJunellastyear,Iwalkedintothe caringcommunity punctured by

West Indian Association of Service explosive moments: when people
PersonnelclubinClaphamandsaw  yelpwithexcitementorslamthe
Over a year, Jim Grover photographed the these men, who are mostly first- table, makingthe dominoesjump
first- generation Caribbean mi grants liVing generation Caribbean migrantsin off. Thisis Zappy, George and
. . theirseventiesand eighties, playing  Braithwaite playing foraround
n Clapham and Brixton. Here, he tells the dominoes. They play three nightsa ofdrinks, and trust me, it’s much

stories behind some of his shots week, arrivingat 7pm and staying harderthanitlooks.
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< Family
‘Thisisafairytale.Backin 1959,
Hermine wassitting in Kingston
HarbourabouttoboardtheSS
Begonato make the two-week
journeytolivein England. She
started chattingtoaguy called
Lester whowas abouttoboard
thesame ship. They spent two
weekstogether ontheshipand got
married ayearaftertheyarrived.
Theylived in Brixton and had seven
children, 19 grandchildrenand 22
great-grandchildren. Sadly, Lester
passed awayin 2011, butevery
Friday, Hermine’s family still get
togethertoeatfood and catchup.
Here, Hermine’s granddaughter,
Krystyna, isplaiting her hairinto
cornrows before theevening
starts.Itwasabeautiful thingto
see.Onthat Friday there were four
generations of familyinthesame
room and theyjust picked upthe
conversation from the week before.’




\ A Jamaican funeral diedinher Clapham home aged 84.

< Faith

‘Formany West Indians faith is
areally huge partoftheirlives,
especially for Caribbean women.
South London churchesare full

of first-generation migrants who
went toSunday school backinthe
Caribbean andlearnt psalms by
heart. Thisladyiscalled Monica:
shecametoLondonin1964to
marry her husband. She has always
beenstronginher faith.Inher
homethere are beautiful prayers
onherkitchendoorandaBible
nexttoherbed. Onherbedroom
wall her wedding photoisnexttoa
picture of the crucifixion and her
confirmation certificate. Together
we worked out thatshe’smade
thejourney from herhometo her
churchinClapham 5,000 times.
Churchishercommunity.’

‘For the Caribbean community,
funeralsareall about celebrating
alifelived. People singsongsby
thegraveside and the men fillthe
graveup with earth and coveritwith
flowers. Thenthere’sabigparty. The
ladyinwhiteis Diane. She wasborn
inthiscountrytoFloriswho came
toLondoninthemid-1950sand
worked forthe NHS asanurse. Floris

Diane, whogaveup herjobtocare for
hermum athome, wasdetermined
togive herthebest possible
traditional Jamaican send-off. The
crowning momentinJamaican
traditionistogive the departed their
“finaltot”. Florisliked herlittledrop
of Wray & Nephew Overproof, so
here Diane pourstheruminto her
mum’s grave.’

AThe Jamaican home:

the front room

‘The WestIndian home hasthis
legendary thingcalled the “front
room”and it’smadeitoverinto

the houses of first-generation
immigrantsin Claphamand
Brixton.It’saspecial roomthat’s
keptlocked. Thereare portraitsall
overawall,achinacabinet, adrinks
barand aradiogram. Someonejoked
tome: “Ifthe Prime Minister came
toyour home, you'd haveacup oftea
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inthekitchen.Ifthe Prime Minister
andthe Queen came, you'd unlock
the frontroom.” It’'sincredibly hard
tofind anintact frontroom. Thisone
belongstoaJamaican couple who
movedintothehousein1971.0ne
oftheirdaughterswasborninthis
room. Ilovethis picture because it
capturesa first generation tradition
that might disappear overtime. I
lovethattheglassiscrackedinthe
toprightportrait. Thisisreallife’. m
AstoldtoAlexandra Sims
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