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A creator of imaginary worlds
Leslie Manasseh previews 
an exhibition of works by the 
multi-talented Edward Bawden

Edward Bawden was one of the 
most celebrated British artists of 
the last century.

Best known as a commercial 
illustrator and print maker, he 
was also a fine artist, producing 
many works in different media 
and capturing some of the main 
events of his time.

Whether as a graphic designer 
for the advertising industry, an 
official war artist in France and 
North Africa, a portrait painter 
of middle eastern and African 
people, or simply recording 
everyday life in Britain, 
Edward Bawden made a huge 
contribution to the visual arts.

Dulwich Picture Gallery will 
present a major retrospective 
of his work from 23 May until 
9 September. It will be the first 
to look at every aspect of his 

60-year career and will showcase 
previously unseen works and as 
18 rarely seen war portraits. 

Featuring 170 works, the 
exhibition includes Bawden’s 
signature linocuts alongside 

watercolours and engravings.
Bawden belonged to a 

circle of artists including Eric 
Ravilious and Paul Nash. Echoes 
of their work can be seen in 
this collection.

But his innovative approach 
to print-making using multiple 
blocks, overlapping colours and 
stippling effects underline his 
individual contribution to the 
development of this medium.

His work is bold and linear 
yet delicate and humorous. 
Monumental linocuts for 
companies like Shell and 
Fortnum & Mason contrast with 
lacy watercolours of landscapes 
and gardens.

Bawden was a creator of 
imaginary worlds, inspired 
by stories, travel and the 
everyday world. His work 
will make a really enjoyable 
summer exhibition.

 A Dulwich Picture Gallery, 
Gallery Road, London SE21 7AD, 
020 8299 8710.

VISUAL ARTS ROUND UP
Yellowzine  Issue 2 will be launched at 
198 Contemporary Arts and Learning, 
198 Railton Road, SE24 0JT. The gallery 
will host an exhibition which runs until 
11 May to celebrate the second issue 
of Yellowzine – an arts and cultural 
magazine for BME artists and the BME 
community. The focus of the second 
issue is photography.

 Reflections  is an exhibition featuring 
paintings, photography and sculpture by 
Adjani Okpu-Egbe, Christian Furr, Gered 
Mankowitz, James Mylne, Emma Elliot 
and Gary March. It runs until 20 May in 
Johnson’s Gallery, 58 Battersea Bridge 
Road, SW11 3AG.

 The Other Side of Paradise  
features the work of Lee Johnson, 
whose linocuts explore the folklore and 
forests of the Caribbean. Hosted by 
Slaughterhaus Print Studio, Vincent’s 
Yard, 119-123 Hackford Road, SW9 0QT, 
it runs until 12 May.

 Women Can’t Paint  is an exhibition 

– obviously by women artists! – in the 
Turps Gallery, Taplow House, Thurlow 
Street, SE17 2UQ. It runs until 12 May.

 Do We Need to Talk About Porn?  
is the catchy title of Lambeth and 
Southwark Mind’s 2018 lecture. 
It will be a dialogue between a 
psychoanalyst and an artist about the 
complex and ubiquitous relationships 
with pornographic and erotic images 
in the modern world. Organised in 
collaboration with Block 336, the event 
is a fundraiser for Lambeth & Southwark 
Mind’s provision of free long-term 
psychotherapy. Drinks will be available 
to buy and visitors can socialise and 
celebrate Lambeth & Southwark Mind 
and Block 336. On 9 June from 6 to 8.30 
pm in Block 336, 336 Brixton Road SW9 
7AA. Tickets (£22.15) via Eventbrite.

The 25th  Dulwich Festival  from 11 
to 20 May will see more than 250 artists 
all over South East London opening 
their houses and studios. See details 
at http://dulwichfestival.co.uk.

Portrait of the Windrush generation
Ahead of the 70th anniversary 
of the arrival of the Empire 
Windrush and amid the political 
storm over the treatment of 
the Windrush generation, 
Tevye Markson visited the 
Clapham Eagles dominoes 
club to talk to photographer 
Jim Grover and team captain 
Trevor Neil about Jim’s new 
photography exhibition

Jim Grover’s Windrush: Portrait 
of a Generation is a photo-story 
of the first generation of African-
Caribbeans to migrate to the UK. 

The SS Empire Windrush arrived 
from Jamaica at Tilbury in 1948. 
Around half of its migrants were 
housed in an underground wartime 
shelter in Clapham. Many “signed 
on” at the Brixton Labour Exchange.

Jim, an award winning Clapham-
based photographer, met Trevor 
Neil, 70, at their church.

Trevor migrated to the UK from 
Jamaica in 1963, just after the 
government restrictions came in.

“When it started to get cold I 
thought: ‘why did I come here’? But 
you get used to it.

“In the younger days, life was 
good. Growing up in the 60s, there 
was a lot of prejudice but I never 
really got involved in fighting.”

Trevor learnt dominoes as a boy 
in Jamaica and has been playing it 
regularly since the early 1980s when 
he formed the Clapham Eagles team.

“Dominoes brings people 
together,” says Trevor. “I know 
a lot of people and places just 
through dominoes.”

Jim Grover wanted to 
capture traditional life in South 

London unseen by mainstream 
media; Trevor invited him into 
his community.

He walked into the club for the 
first time as a stranger with a 
camera. People had no idea what his 
intentions were or whether to trust 
him. But Jim has visited the club 
every week since last June and says 
one conversation led to another. 
Over time, he was accepted into 
the community.

“Dominoes is a joy to play,” says 
Trevor, “especially if you’re playing 
someone better than yourself and 
you beat them. It’s like scoring a 
goal in football.”

Photographing dominoes is 

difficult, but, says Jim: “The more 
you spend time, the more you 
anticipate what may happen. You 
can start to judge if they’re going to 
slap the table.”

The original project was just 
the Dominoes club. but one 

conversation led to another and the 
project expanded.

“I wanted to try to capture 
the totality of West Indian life,” 
says Jim.

Over the past ten months, he has 
been invited into the homes, clubs, 

churches and memorials of members 
of the Windrush generation, now in 
their late 60s to 90s, who still live in 
Brixton and Clapham.

He went to a family event 
in Brixton where there were four 
generations. Grandmother Hermione 
met Lester in Kingston while 
waiting for the ship to London. They 
were on the boat for two weeks, and 
ended up marrying.

Jim learnt about pardner saving 
schemes, Jamaican front rooms and 
nine nights, a tradition that marks 
the passing of a loved one. People 
sing and drink rum at the graveside 
and the men dig the earth back in.

“You’re celebrating the life of that 
person,” says Trevor. “It’s a joyful 
occasion more than being sad.”

Jim says such traditions are not 
as common as they used to be. They 
are less embedded in the second, 
third and fourth generations.

“If you ask a grandchild if 
they eat rice and peas they will say 
with grandma but not at home.”

“It’s about 50-50 now whether you 
do a nine night for your parent if 
you’re second generation.”

“In 20 years time some of these 
things will be happening much less 
or not at all.”

“Some of these communities 
are already disappearing because 
they don’t have enough money to 
keep going.”

“It is really important that the 
dominoes club thrives.”

 A Dominoes takes place every 
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
at the West Indian Association 
of Service Personnel on Clapham 
Manor Street, with league matches 
on Saturdays.

 A Jim’s exhibition Windrush: 
Portrait of a Generation runs from 
24 May to 10 June at the Oxo Tower 
on the South Bank.
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Trevor Neil at the 
Clapham Eagles 
dominoes club


