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WINDRUSH
With the lives of the Windrush 
generation being the subject 

of media attention, Pride  
takes a closer look at some 
intimate moments of some 

of their lives

F
or black people living in 
the UK, one of the most 
important moments of our 
collective history is the 
arrival of the MV Empire 

Windrush. Carrying 492 passengers 
from Kingston, Jamaica, the ship’s 
docking at the Port of Tilbury on 
22nd June 1948 marked the first 
arrival of West Indian people who’d 
come in search of new opportunities.

With the British Nationality Act of 
1962 being in place, citizens of 
all colonies of the British Empire 
were granted citizen status in the 
United Kingdom, so many took 
this as a chance to begin a life with 
the promise that their new country 

would be just as much their home as 
their ones before; as well as for their 
children, and future generations. 
The Windrush generation and their 
children are a key part of the fabric of 
this country, without which post-war 
Britain would not have been able to 
rebuild. 

This year marks the 70th anniversary 
of this momentous event – and 
while many people are looking to 
celebrate, headlines have recently 
been dominated by the shocking 
stories of children of the Windrush 
generation being deported back to 
the West Indies, due to issues with 
their documentation. Having arrived 
as children in the mid-20th century, 
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The Portraits of 
a Generation

some have been threatened with 
deportation as a result of not having 
official paperwork which, at the time, 
was not necessary.

Last month saw Labour MP David 
Lammy scalding the government 
for allowing this to happen - and 
following intense public pressure, 
the Home Office eventually issued 
an apology and declared that anyone 
who arrived from a Commonwealth 
country before 1973 could apply for 
British citizenship, as well as their 
children.

Over the past year, award-winning 
photographer Jim Grover has been 
documenting the lives of some of the 

The Front Room, 
was to be kept 
locked and was 

only used on special 
occasions. It would 
be filled with glass 

cabinets; ornaments; 
artificial flowers; 

family portraits; a 
drinks trolley or a 
bar; pennants; a 

gramophone (such 
as a Blue Spot) Now 

they have largely 
disappeared.
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Monica has crossed the road to 
attend St James’s in Clapham some 
5000 times; the gentle tapping of 
her tambourine signals her presence 
in the congregation every Sunday.
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first West Indian migrants to make a 
home in the UK (specifically, South 
London), and will be exhibiting the 
stories at London’s gallery@oxo from 
May to June. As a celebration of the 
Windrush generation’s contribution 
to the country, Jim Grover has shared 
a selection of some of the photos from 
the exhibition with Pride, and shared 
with us his beliefs on why it’s so 
important to bring these stories to the 
attention of the wider public.

What motivated you to put 
this exhibition together? 
“My interest as a photographer is 
telling stories – about people, about 
communities, and those in my home 
patch of South London. I found out 
that a member of my church was 
the captain of a dominoes team in 
Clapham, so I went along with him to 
see if there was a photo story there. 
As I started to learn more about 
the club, I learned more about this 
community, and how they’re holding 
onto traditions, ways of life from 
Jamaica – and the project expanded. 

I wanted to find a way to describe the 
totality in how the members of the 
Windrush generation live their lives; 
I wanted to cover all the things that 
make up West Indian and Caribbean 
life in South London and then build 
the exhibition around 12 mini-
stories.” 

Why now?
“I think this is something really 
important to capture; as this first and 
second generation pass away, some 
of these traditions will get lost with 
them. There are probably only around 
a dozen of these first Windrush 
passengers still alive, but in 10 years 
time, there won’t be. I’m happy to 
preserve their ways of life while 
they’re still with us.”

With the current citizenship 
debacle going on, what have 
been some of the feelings 
you’ve picked up from the 
people affected?
“I want to believe that this generation 
will be treated with the humanity 

and the respect that they deserve, 
because they’re a remarkable group 
of people who have brought a lot to 
this country. With all the people I’ve 
been speaking to over the past 10 
months, the issue of residency status 
hasn’t come up as something that 
people had conceived to be a problem 
before now. One of the women 
at Stockwell Good Neighbours [a 
community group mainly attended by 
Caribbean women over the age of 60] 
even brought in her original British 
passport that has Jamaica on it, from 
1958. It’s a beautiful thing. I hope this 
problem is taken seriously – these 
stories are harrowing, and  
I really feel for the people this 
affects.”  P

Windrush: Portrait of a Generation 
is a free exhibition, displayed at  
gallery@oxo, Oxo Tower Wharf,  
SE1 9PH from 24th May to 10th 
June (opening times 10am - 6pm). 
Follow Jim Grover’s work on Twitter 
and Instagram: @jimgroverphoto

Stockwell Good Neighbours club was 
founded in 1974 to provide a place 
to meet and socialise for the first 
generation West Indian community. It 
still meets weekly. It’s members, aged 
between 60 and 103 years old. Bingo 
is the highlight for all its members.
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Words by Nicole Vassell

When they arrived back in the 1950s 
and 1960s the West Indians were at 
the cutting edge of contemporary 
dance. 60 years on whenever the 
music starts, they still love to dance 
serenading effortlessly and gracefully 
across the dance floor. 

Three nights a week the men play 
dominoes at the West Indian Association 
of Service Personnel (WASP) club in 
Clapham, South London.


